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Module E 

PART I: ACCESS TO INFORMATION FROM WRITTEN TEXTS (70 points) 

Read the text below and then answer questions 1-7. 

 

CAN WE SAY GOODBYE TO THE "THROW-AWAY SOCIETY "?  

In June 1992, a conference called Earth Summit was held in Rio de Janeiro, 

Brazil. At that conference, government representatives from over 150 countries 

agreed to take action to protect the environment. One of the decisions was to 

reduce the amount of waste that is produced every year. But, unfortunately ,the 

situation has only gotten worse since the conference, and the mountains of 

garbage have been getting higher and higher. 

Sociologists use the term "throw-away society" to describe the way we live: 

We constantly throw things away, maybe because we like to have the newest 

model or the latest fashion, or because we don't have the time or energy to 

get things repaired. And it‘s not only clothes and toys that are thrown out 

needlessly, but also electrical appliances such as refrigerators, ovens, and 

washing machines. Many of these appliances contain harmful materials, and 

when we throw them out those materials pollute the ground and the drinking 

water. So with every additional appliance that goes into the garbage, greater damage 

is done to the environment. 

Various efforts are now being made to change our throw-away culture. 

According to new laws in France, for example, companies that produce 

electrical appliances have to let customers know how long those appliances 

are expected to work. The lawmakers believe that this will encourage the 

companies to make products that last longer. The new laws also enable 

customers to get free repairs for two years after purchase. Any company that 

breaks these laws will have to pay a heavy fine. 

Another helpful solution is the "Repair Café" - a place where volunteers use 

their skills to help people fix anything from a torn shirt to a broken toaster. The 

first Repair Cafe was opened in 2009 in Amsterdam, Holland, by the journalist 

Martine Postma. Today, almost 1,000 such cafes operate throughout Europe 

and North America, repairing about 13,000 damaged products every month. 

While the success of Postma's idea is encouraging, environmental experts 

believe that much more needs to be done. According to Dan Herbert of the Great 

Earth Society, new ways must be found to convince the public to buy 

fewer products and use them longer. Nothing else, he claims, can change our 

throw-away society. 



 

1. What are we told in lines 1-6? 

PUT A x/ BY THE TWO CORRECT ANSWERS. 

……i) Why the conference was held in Brazil. 

 

……ii) Why garbage is bad for the environment. 

 

……iii) What was decided at the conference. 

 

…….iv) Why so much garbage is produced. 

 

…….v) Which policies have helped the environment. 

 

……vi) What has happened since 1992. 

 

(2x7=l4 points) 

 

 

2. COMPLETE THE SENTENCE. 

    In lines 7-10, the writer explains why people…constantly throw things away 

…………………………………. 

 

 (8 points) 

3. What do we learn from lines 10-15 

i) What items are thrown out most often. 

ii) Why we should not throw out so many clothes and toys. 

iii) Why throwing out electrical appliances is harmful. 

iv) How items can be thrown out safely. 

(8 points) 

 

 



 

4. How will the new laws in France benefit customers? Give TWO answers 

    from lines 16-22. 

   COMPLETE THE SENTENCES. 

(1) Customers will be able to…get free repairs for two years ………………..…….. 

(2) Customers will be able to…know how long the appliance should last …………. 

 

 

(2X8=16 points) 

5. What is presented both in lines 16-22 m in lines 23-27? 

i) Efforts to educate people. 

ii) Reasons for repairing broken items. 

iii) The amount of repairs that are needed. 

iv) Ways to reduce waste. 

(8 points) 

6. In line 28, the writer mentions "the success of Postma's idea." He is referring 

     to the fact that 

 

i) she managed to open a repair cafe 

ii) many repair cafes have been opened 

iii) the workers at repair cafes are volunteers 

iv) repair cafes made her famous 

(8 points) 

7. COMPLETE THE SENTENCE. 

     In lines 28-32, Dan Herbert explains why we should…find new ways to convince 

the public to buy fewer products and use them longer………………………….. 

 

 (8 points) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

PART II: ACCESS TO INFORMATION FROM SPOKEN TEXTS (30 points) 

Answer questions 8-13 according to the broadcast. In questions 8, 10, 12 and 13, 

circle the number of the correct answer. In the other questions, follow the instructions. 

(5 points for each correct answer.) 

 

PROBLEMS WITH SUGAR 

 

8. What does Dr. Baker tell listeners in her first answer? 

 

i) How her organization found out how much sugar people eat. 

 

ii) Which kinds of candy and sweet drinks contain a lot of sugar. 

 

iii) Why children consume more sugar than adults do. 

 

iv) Why people don‘t listen to doctors' recommendations. 

 

 

9. COMPLETE THE SENTENCE. GIVE ONE ANSWER. 

 

    According to Dr. Baker, if children consume too much sugar, they might………… 

 

   ………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 

10. What does Dr. Baker explain about supermarkets? 

 

i) How they make it easy for customers to buy sweet things. 



 

ii) What changes they made in the area where peOple pay. 

 

iii) What kinds of candy and chocolate they usually sell. 

 

iv) Why children often become impatient there. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11 . What can parents learn from the materials published by Dr. Baker‘s  

organization? 

      Give ONE answer. 

 

       ANSWER:…………………………………………………………………. 

 

12. What does Dr. Baker tell listeners about governments? 

i) Why they want people to consume less sugar. 

ii) How they made drinks with sugar more expensive. 

iii) What changes they asked manufacturers to make. 

iv) Why they put a high tax on sugar. 

 

13. What advice does Dr. Baker give in her last answer? 

 

i) Try not to eat any sugar. 

ii) Eat more yogurt and cereal. 



iii) Eat food that is naturally sweet. 

iv) Lose weight by getting more exercise. 

 


